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Illiteracy among adults is fast disappearing among the settled
peoples. Indeed, there are some villages and settlements which
can boast of complete literacy. In time, illiteracy will disappear
among the nomads too. Through education based on their
political philosophy the Soviets have solved the problem of*
national minorities and backward peoples.1
The relations between parents and children are also governed
by the principle of equality. The same standard of behaviour is
expected from adults as from children. Respect for elders is not
a virtue inculcated by the school. It is given spontaneously when
elders deserve it. If it is wrong for children to lie, then it is
equally wrong for adults. If children are to work hard and learn
well at school, then the parents must do likewise in the factory
or on the farm, and the children see to it that it is not a one-
sided affair. This leads to a franker, freer, and more friendly
relationship between parents and children. Soviet children seem
to hide nothing from their parents; everything is discussed
between them very much like equals, The affection between
Russian parents and their children is much more obvious than
in western countries. No Russian parents would hand their
children over to strangers, as many parents willingly do in
England to school authorities, unless compelled by exceptional
circumstances* Every school has a parents' association which
takes a very active part in the school life.
Religion. Soviet education is materialistic in conception and
atheistic in outlook. One of the first acts of the Bolsheviks when
they came to power was the separation of the Church from the
State. Whereas in Tsarist days only one religion, the Greek
Orthodox, was tolerated, under the Soviet regime all religions
were placed on an equal footing, A curious effect of this for an
atheist country was the rise of a number of sects, at least one of
which, the Baptists, is very flourishing. The persecution of reli-
gious bodies, of which so much was made abroad, was due, not to
religion, but to the participation of the priests and nuns in anti-
Soviet activities. A regiment calling itself the u Warriors of
1 WflT a detailed account of the problem and its solution, see Appendix I.